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Dairy Herd Body Condition Score Chart
Farm: Date:
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Plot individual cows on this chart according to stage of lactation. The chart can be

100

used to profile a herd at one point in tirme or to monitor changes over a lactation for an

individual cow.
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@ If the line forms a flattened V
then BCS = 3,0.
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View from behind. I

[1] 1f hooks rounded
ECS = 3.0.

E! If hooks angular
BECS < 2.75.

Check pins. If pins
padded BCS = 2.75.

8L e F/Y0 ) Jin b 5 s 5bae BCS 2 U b4y JiSaali & s

IEI If the line forms a crescent or
flattened U consider BCS = 3.25,

e
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[1] 1t sacral and
tailhead ligaments
visible BCS = 3.25.

@ If sacral ligament
vigible and tailhead
ligament barely visible
BCS = 3.50.

Cuygy B Cadid s e gl LBl 5 ey g5 QW (gl aala Gl 81
o) ¥/VO (5 g gl L3 BCS 4S5 a8 )0 a3 aal i ¥/0 s slua BCS ¢l
35 el e gy B e e gl LBl L ey QB S () aala L&

Ssd e ais R jlay g3 8 o)y € il cndly Cug ) QB e GL 50 84S S sea

@ If sacral ligament barely visible
and tailhead ligament not visible
BCS = 3.75. If sacral and tailhead
ligament not visible BCS = 4.0,
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Dairy Cattle Body Condition Scoring Chart

ICondition .
score Description
loverall

500 Z;gezrance i

4.75 - Hook bone just visible

4.50 Flat Pin bone not visible

4.25 - Tips of transverse processes not visible
No visible sacral or coccygeal

4.00 Flat U ligaments
Transverse processes just visible

375 i Tail head ligament. _not visible
Sacral ligament barely visible

Too Fat .

350 U |Coocyg_eal 1iga1p_ent barely visible
Sacral ligament visible

3.25 - Sacral/coccygeal ligaments visible

>3.0 U Sacral/coccygeal ligaments appearance

START - Rump V or U

<3.0 \4 Hook and pin bone fat pads
2.75 - Hook is angular/pin padded
Hook is angular/pin is angular
250 i Ipalpable fat pad on pin
Too Thin
Hook n n n ngular
<2.5 v L(())(())k at triln(iversz procez(s)ese e
Short ribs
2.25 - Transverse processe edge to spine
.5-.6 tip to spine
2.00 - .75 tip to spine
.0 i Thurl bone appearance

Spine, overall appearance

BCS Chart (pdf format)
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